8a            GERMANY'S REVOLUTION op DESTRUCTION
superficial insight into German conditions can have failed to
realize the almost incredible deterioration of moral standards in
the party formations. The unscmpulousness that has developed
in the ranks of the S.A. and S S. must sooner or later have the
most fatal reactions on the general membership. Behind a few
well-worn cliches about loyalty to the Leader and about the
German nation there is concealed an outlook of undiluted
materialism and a lust for every sort of violence, which will
never be drilled out of the Storm Troops again. The simplicity
and the crude conceit with which these men flaunt their
brutality, as though it were something to be proud of, show the
results of their education by example.
I  will  not  offer instances.   These  processes  cannot be
illustrated by mentioning particular cases; to do so would be
to invite the reply that these were chance excesses. But I had
personal experience of the degree of unscrupulousness that has
been reached among average members of the elite.   While I
was in office at Danzig a party member with the gold party
badge, a university man, made proposals to me in all serious-
ness for the physical removal of the Senator responsible for
finance.   (This Senator's financial operations had aroused
suspicion among the party, but there was not the slightest
justification for it.)  These proposals betrayed such familiarity
with cunning methods of murder and its concealment, such
unscrupulousness in the resort to extremes,  that we must
be prepared for anything if this e"lite should really embark
on revolution on its own account.  There can be no question
that a revolutionary staff full of desperately dangerous ideas has
been trained in the National Socialist machine.   It was an
entire mistake to imagine that there was any ground for relief
after June 30th, 1934, any ground for supposing that the
revolutionary character of die National Socialist machine had
undergone the slightest modification.  Its revolutionary char-
acter lies not in its open declarations and propaganda, but in